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Gardener Greetings   

May your gardens be “Blooming” and enjoy your time “Grooming.”  I so wish that we 
could be celebrating the start of our new year gathered in fun and fellowship, but instead 
we are making lemonade with the lemons we have been handed. As women, we know 
how to adjust, be flexible, and initiate Plan B!  So, welcome to our first GC newsletter.   

We’ve tried to incorporate some interesting information for you in this first issue.  Our 
plans are to have a monthly newsletter until we can once again meet.  We also have had 
three volunteers willing to present a garden program by Zoom, so we look forward to 
their programs.  We hope to add other speakers to the Zoom list.  We encourage your 
input into our newsletter – an interesting article, resource, tip or question regarding 
gardening.  Share a photo with us.  Just be careful not to offer copyright material without 
permission.  We will send out the newsletter on our normal meeting schedule – which 
this year is the second Friday of each month.  This was our reserved time for the Travis 
County Library meeting room.  Regarding deadlines, please send your input to me, 
Cheryl May, CAMaySFA@aol.com by the end of each month.  I would like to be able to 
cut/paste, so prefer not to receive a PDF document.  We plan to divide the material we 
receive between the months so each newsletter will be plentiful and interesting.  

The Garden Club will not be collecting dues this year, but be sure to pay your WCGL 
membership so you can remain active with the GC and all the other SIGs.  What a perfect 
time to recruit new GC members!  Encourage your WCGL friends to join us by sharing 
our newsletter.  We have already received several new and returning members.  Welcome. 

I am thankful for my love of gardening as it has kept me busy and happy during this 
pandemic.  There is a joy only gardeners can appreciate…..digging around in the soil and 
watching plants grow, bloom and if you are like me – picking lots of delicious vegetables.  
Therapeutic plus tasty!    

Warm Regards, 

Cheryl May, Chair 



Gardening Gems                                                                      

                       Worldly Gardens       Enjoy  Cheryl May 

In the Wall Street Journal on Thursday, July 30, 2020, Judith H. Dobrzynski wrote an 
interesting article titled “Gardens of Earthly Delights.”  Ms. Dobrzynski writes about art for 
the Journal and other publications. 

The article included photos of gardens around the world that “have served as refuge, 
inspiration and subject matter for painters.”  It is no surprise that her article included a 
garden photo of the Monet home where Claude Monet (one of my favorite artists) loved 
to paint his own gardens at Giverny, France near Paris. 

It is wonderful to know that many of the gardens painted by famous artists still exist.  Some 
have been closed due to the pandemic, but can be visited once again when travel is 
possible.  A few gardens like Caillebotte’s as seen in “Dahlias: The Garden at Petit-
Gennevilliers” (1893) and “Roses in the Garden” (c. 1886) can only be visited in paint.  
Pierre Renoir and Claude Monet were frequent visitors to Gustave Caillebotte’s impressive 
garden in Paris.  But some gardens, in particular the personal garden of Leonardo da Vinci 
in Amboise, France where Leonardo enjoyed drawing botanicals, are experiencing a 
Renaissance and welcome visitors.   

We can enjoy many of these special gardens through videos, books, exhibition catalogs and 
websites.  Ms. Dobrzynski highly recommends viewing videos of some of these beautiful 
gardens through the London Royal Academy’s 2016 exhibition “Painting the Modern 
Garden: Monet to Matisse.”  The videos are a mix of photos and paintings narrated by the 
London curator, Ann Dumas and viewable on short Exhibition Trailers (YouTube.)  Ms. 
Dumas traveled to the various gardens painted by artists featured in the London exhibition.  
Also available for purchase is a more detailed 93 minute documentary of paintings and 
respective gardens produced for the London show by Seventh Art Production. 

In addition, Ms. Dobrzynski recommended an excellent book to worldly gardens that is 
richly illustrated:   The Artist’s Garden: The Secret Spaces That Inspired Great Art by Jackie 
Bennett.  This guide travels to the gardens of 10 famous artists starting with Leonardo and 
Ruben and includes Cézanne, Kahlo and Dali.  All artists have their biography and timeline, 
a garden schematic, photos, and paintings included.  See below for information on 
accessing videos and books. 

Since we all love gardens, I believe you will truly enjoy viewing the beautiful landscapes 
that inspired many famous paintings.  Who knows, maybe you need to add painting your 
own garden to your list of possible pandemic projects!  What a perfect, serene escape.  

 



Worldly Gardens Websites/YouTube/DVDs: 

https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/exhibition/painting-modern-garden-monet-matisse 

Note:  When visiting this website, scroll down (past outdated ticket sales) to Exhibition 
Trailers (YouTube) on the website for viewing.  If interested in buying or downloading the 
93 minute video, scroll back to “EXHIBITION ON SCREEN” and then go on “BUY DVD.”  On 
Seventh Art Productions you can buy, download or stream this Exhibition production (in 
British pounds: 14.99, 5.99, and 3.99 respectively). The DVD is listed as EX12 DVD.  Also 
available on this site is EX15 “The Artist’s Garden: American Impressionism and the Garden 
Movement, 1887-1920” that relates to American artists. 

You can also locate the Monet-Matisse video at this Seventh Art Production direct website: 

https://www.seventh-art.com/shop/painting-the-modern-garden-from-monet-to-
matisse/ 

Worldly Gardens Books   (Amazon) 

The Artist’s Garden: The Secret Spaces that Inspired Great Art.  Jackie Bennett.  
Hardcover.  $40.00   Five Star Rating ***** 
 
The Artist’s Garden.  American Impressionism and the Garden Movement.  Anna O. Marley.  
Hardcover.  $32.07   Four Star Rating **** 

 

September Gardening Thanks Susan Rick 

Your “To Do” List from the website of the Texas A&M Agri Life Extension Education in 
Travis County.    September gardening checklist for Austin and central Texas.   

https://travis-tx.tamu.edu/about-2/horticulture/monthly-gardening-calendar-for-austin-
area/september-gardening-checklist-for-austin-and-central-texas/ 

 

Garden Club Speakers/Friends 

www.autumnsharvest.tv  Visit our WCGL webmaster and special speaker Autumn 
Schulze’s website for the latest in “Herbs-Health-Healing” to learn about her new series 
titled “Home Herbal First Aid Course.”  Autumn will be presenting our first Zoom program 
October 9, 2020 titled “Herbs that Support Immune and Nervous Systems.”  Helping our 
immune system is especially important to all of us during this pandemic. 
 



Gardening Tips 

 Weeds.  Article in local paper recommended using newspaper under mulch to prevent 
weeds.  Gave it a try and successful.  Use several layers of paper.   Lay newspaper, water 
thoroughly, then empty mulch bag on top.  Water newspaper asap or avoid windy days.  
Time consuming, but better than picking weeds!  Cheryl May 

 Squirrels & Raccoons.  Garden pot & bed digging pests?  Try “I must garden” Squirrel 
Repellent granules on Amazon.  People & plant safe.  Cheryl May 

 Snakes & Scavengers.  Purchased on Amazon solar devices that are placed in targeted 
areas to repel unwanted intruders through vibration, light and sound.   Good luck so far.  
Cheryl May 

 Armadillos.  Cayenne Pepper scattered around affected plants is an effective deterrent.  
Reapply after rain.  It is available by the pound from Amazon.  Mary LaBoube 

 

Gardener(Member)Questions/Messages/Gifts 

Message 

Hello Gardeners.  I miss you!  I’ve been a recluse for the last 5 1/2 months.  Gardening 
has consisted of mainly nurturing volunteers. I found a couple of Facebook gardening 
distractions to help entertain you, one local group and one national group.  

The larger group is called Gardening Addicts.  It’s over 2000 people showing what 
they’ve grown with pride. Some ask for help with pest issues, some give you a tour of 
their entire garden. I’m sure you will enjoy seeing those lush green water gardens.  

The local group is called Lakeway Plant Swap.  It is exactly what it implies. All you need 
to participate is a Facebook account and a plant to take cuttings from or a succulent 
that has pups to trade.  Post a picture of the plant you want to trade and suggest 
what you are hoping to trade. The sites creator, Ashley Monroe, welcomes your 
participation.  I’ve enjoyed trading plants with several people and met one of my 
neighbors as well.   

I hope your gardens are cheering you up during this isolating time.  Until I see you 
again, Happy gardening!   Greetings from Lee Westphal, former Treasurer 
 

Gift   

Searching for new home for large Aloe Vera plant.  Contact Diann Blevins: 
diannblevins@aol.com 



 

Local Garden Resources 
 

Hill Country Water Garden Fish & Plants 
      1407 N Bell Blvd 
       Cedar Park, TX 
       (512) 260-5050  
       https://hillcountrywatergardens.com      
 
Have a Koi Pond or water feature?  They have a large variety/types of water lilies – very 
colorful (about $50).  They have Koi for sale also.  It is a beautiful nursery with lots of plants 
and accessories.  Cheryl May 
 
Austin Aqua Dome 
           1604 Fortview Rd. 
            Austin, TX 78704 
            (512) 442-1400 
 
This business is mainly a supplier of all varieties of fish including Koi.  They also sell outdoor 
water plants.   Cheryl May 
 
The Natural Gardener     
            8648 Old Bee Caves Road  
            Austin, TX 78735 
            (512) 288-6113    
            Temporary Business Hours: 9am-4pm Tues.-Saturday    
            Enter the Gate on Travis Cook 
            See Website for Covid 19 Requirements                          
 
The Natural Gardener is well-known for its extensive selection of organic plants and 
products.  Owner, John Dromgoole has been deeply involved in the advancement of 
organics and environmental issues.  GARDENING NATURALLY, the longest continuously-
running organic gardening talk show in the United States, was hosted by John for almost 
40 years.  He retired from the program last year, and it is now hosted by Jeff Ferris.  You 
can hear it on KLBJ 99.7 FM Saturdays 9 AM – 11 AM or Sundays from 8 AM – 10 AM.  John 
is often a frequent guest on KLRU CENTRAL TEXAS GARDENER and KXAN THE WEEKEND 
GARDEN.   



The Natural Gardener offers a wealth of information on line: A wide variety of Info Sheets, 
A newsletter This Month in the Garden (sign up to receive each issue), Landscaper referral, 
and Bagged Product list.  During the Pandemic, the Information Desk is closed, but 
associates are available to answer any questions.  Mary LaBoube 
 

Backbone Valley Nursery 
      4201 FM 1980 
      Marble Falls, TX 78654 
      (830)693-9348 
      Mon – Sat 8 am – 5 pm 
      Sunday 12:00 – 5 pm 
      See Website for COVID 19 Requirements 
 
Backbone Valley Nursery is known as the largest retail nursery in Central Texas.  They 
specialize in plants and trees that perform best in Central Texas   climate.  They are known 
as a teaching facility and love to help customers with   questions and problems.  Considered 
a “destination garden center” they have over 14 acres of landscape supplies.  Be sure to 
browse Jessica’s Orchid Haus to see what is in bloom.  Mary Kay Pope, who presented a 
great program on Roses at our February Garden Club meeting, has an on-going informative 
blog on their website.  Their newsletter is excellent.  Mary LaBoube 
 

Garden Internet Sites  Thanks Mary Mikhail 

www.bartonspringsnursery.com.  Located on Bee Caves Rd in Westlake.  Beautiful garden 
benches, pots of every size and unique garden ornaments.  Plants, too!  Currently open.  
Also offer curbside pickup for items ordered online or by phone. 

www.kinsmancompany.com.  Interesting and unique gardening tools, plant food, hanging 
baskets.  Beautiful pictures. 

www.bestnest.com.  Unique bird houses plus lovely hanging baskets, hangers, trellises, and 
garden ornaments. 

 

Member Gardens  Sharon Roger’s music video of past GC Chairman Kim 
Nearburg’s beautiful garden featuring several WCGL ladies. Thank you Sharon and Kim. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KXg6KUbvT6jOvKSCvduFOmICDXcNcHNg/view?usp=drive_web 

 



Garden Books    

Stay tuned for October -  Library and other Garden Books suggested/reviewed.  Let us know 
your favorite books!  Read the seasonal guide: The Texas Flowerscaper by Kathy Huber. 

 

Garden Blogs   

American Statesmen article 7-30-2020 

www.penick.net   “Digging. Cool Gardens in a Hot Climate.” Photo driven blog.   Regional 
and State Garden Tours.  Austin gardener.  Great Site.   

www.centraltexasgardener.org   Popular site and blog from Austin PBS television show. 

www.dianasdesignaustin.com   Full service Austin garden designer.  Lovely photos.  Blog 
has variety of subject matter from butterfly garden to vegetables in containers. 

https://mygardenersays.com    Birds, Bees, and “Wildlife” enjoying your garden. 

 

Garden TV Shows 

Martha Stewart.   Friday 9 pm.  Station HGTV  

https://www.hgtv.com/shows/martha-knows-best 

Martha Knows Best is a new summer program that broadcasts her latest gardening 
projects on her New York farm.  She gives the viewer ideas on planting a vegetable garden 
and trees plus building other interesting projects like a stone path. 

 

Garden Photos    

Gardening in Tough Spots, Poor Soil                                                      Mary Mikhail 
 
As a lifelong Texas gardener, having left behind a home and property well cultivated 
over 24 years, I was excited to begin a new garden adventure.  Imagine my dismay to 
find that my Lakeway home had some of the worst soil I have ever encountered. Rocky, 
caliche, poor drainage and builder detritus. Three summers later, I have begun to see 
some improvement. I never really amended the soil, just went with plants that are 
accustomed to poor soil. Those I choose were:  variations of aloe, grey agaves, sedums, 
lambs ear, and fig ivy. I tried to use various shades of green to give the bed some 
depth of color. It’s a work in progress.  (See Mary’s garden photo below)  



 

 
 

 



 

My Glorious Internal Garden  

Thanks Sue Pfeffer, Parliamentarian and former Chair 

Advice from a Tree 

Dear friend 

Stand tall and proud 

Sink your roots deeply into the Earth 

Reflect the light of your true nature 

Think long term 

Go out on a limb 

Remember your place among all living beings 

Embrace with joy the changing seasons 

For each yields its own abundance 

The energy and birth of spring 

The growth and contentment of summer 

The wisdom to let go of leaves in the fall 

The rest and quiet renewal of winter 

Feel the wind and the sun 

And delight in their presence 

Look up at the moon that shines down upon you 

And the mystery of the stars at night 

Seek nourishment from the good things in life 

Simple pleasures Earth, fresh air, light 

Be content with your natural beauty 

Drink plenty of water 

Let your limbs sway and dance in the breezes 

Be flexible 

Remember your roots 

Enjoy the view! 

 



Garden Club Zoom Meetings* 

Friday October 9, 2020   “Herbs that Support Immune and Nervous Systems”   Presented 
by Autumn Schulze. 

November 13, 2020   “Succulents and Sedums” Presented by Jeff Pavlat. 

December 11, 2020   TBD.   Contact us if you know someone who would present a 
Christmas program – perhaps decorating with wreaths, evergreens, hollies, Texas mistletoe 
– maybe including fruit such as oranges, berries, pomegranate and dried plants? 

January 8, 2021   “Japanese Gardens” Presented by Phyllis Miller. 

*Second Friday of each month.  10 am.  Be sure to download Zoom:  https://Zoom.us 
Autumn has offered to hold a tutorial Zoom meeting prior to her October program to help 
those unfamiliar with Zoom.  We will send out an announcement when scheduled.  The 
WCGL now has their own Zoom account which we graciously plan to utilize.  Log on info 
will be sent to you, and our Zoom meetings will be easy to access.  

 

Garden Club Chairs 

Chairperson:  Cheryl May  CAMaySFA@aol.com 

Treasurer:  Jayne Meythaler  Jayne.Meythaler@gmail.com 

Programs: 

Co-Chair:  Mary Mikhail  mymik04@yahoo.com 

Co-Chair:  Kathleen Christensen  kchriste44@icloud.com 

Secretary:  Yvonne Dunkin   ydunkin@earthlink.net 

Hospitality: 

Co-Chair: Mary LaBoube tomandmaryLaboube@gmail.com 

Co-Chair:  Robin Smith  torobinsmith@aust.rr.com 

Communication:  Liz Mason   MasonDennis78@gmail.com 

Name Tags & Historian:  Susan Rick  srick2011@gmail.com 

Parliamentarian:  Sue Pfeffer  suepfeff@hotmail.com 

Thanks to all our Chairs above who suggested, voted and re-voted to select the name of our GC 
newsletter plus we appreciate all who helped with support and input for our newsletter.   


